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creased year by year, and in various parts of
the courtfry large industrial towns and ports
were growing up, and attracting traders from
all parts of Europe. Bristol, Chester, Win-
chester, York, Lynn, Hull, Norwich, Dunwich,
Lincoln, and Grimsby were all more or less
flourishing centres, and, although England
was still greatly behind Flanders as a manufac-
turing nation, there was a distinct promise in
the island outlook, and already much that the
British race might be justly proud of. The
population of England was perhaps 4,000,000.
There was a royal fleet of fair proportions, but
no regular army. Every capable man was
practically at his country's call in an emergency.
There was, perhaps, a greater community of
interests in those days than is generally believed.
No man was without the pale of progress, and
as the genius for trade asserted itself the old
feudal spirit waned.

CHAPTER   IV.   .

FROM THE " CARTA MERCATORIA " TO THE
PEASANTS' REVOLT.

THE full commercial freedom granted by the
Carta Mer catena was not long enjoyed. Hardly
had the law come into force than the fear arose
that greater privileges had been granted to
foreign merchants than were consistent with
the best interests of the home traders ; and the